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I - Mother, Why Are You Weeping? Bb trumpet

Alto: A3-Db5

Mother why are you weeping
Eyes red, reddenned, raw, sore, mother.

I want to bring some joy to you
But it’s no use the words I choose,
You keep on grieving.

Mother, why are you weeping?
Hands wring, wringing, reaching,
Like you’ve lost something.

You make a claw across your chest

The heart inside there worked too hard to fast
And now forgot its beat,

Mother, I see your tears wash color off your face
I hear your voice made hoarse and strange,

I hear your shallow, shuddered breathing.

Mother, I have all the songs you sang for me,

When I outcried the other night you told me in a lullaby to hush now and keep dreaming

I remember that blue butterfly hiding from the rain
You told me that it wasn’t dead but only sleeping.

When I was last sick

You gave to me a little bear whose

Rounded paw I held between my fingers

Now I give him to you, this sweetest softest thing
Do not lose him from your grip

4”



II - Misheard Absurd contrabass 2.5

Alto: B3-E5

Oh Father who art in Heaven, Howard be thy name.
On a straightened arrow

One fell and swooped!

My ears are not wet behind, not me

Under my Rainbrella

Give us this stale and ail-y bread
And there’s another think coming
A blessing in this guy’s...what?
Got off scotch free, no

Taken into custardy...syrupy...
Are we having pancakes, can we have pancakes please please pancakes pancake dinner...

Forgive us our trash passes,

As we forgive those who pass trash against us

Stitching time to save it nine times, like a cat has nine lives
Gators named ally and Lack toast and tolerance

And lead us not, into Penn Station
One nation, under Dog, for witches dance
Wipe the Smurf off of your face

And deliver us some eagles,
Imdisivible,

With liberty and just kiss!
Forever again.



III - A Sound Outside percussion 2.5

Alto: C4-F#5

There’s a sound outside.

In the moonless night.

I hear it

Lumbering around, shaking the house
And I just know it could come in.

Spit drips from teeth
Claws cleave

Is it because I didn’t eat all my Brussel sprouts
Because I grabbed the cat by the tail
Because I didn’t count all the way to twenty seven when I brushed my teeth

Strange howls
Behind me
Above, below

I already lost Teddy to the floor
I can’t get up to go pee
When I fall asleep it will fit its mouth around me!



IV - Nobodies tenor voice 47

Alto: C4-Eb5
Tenor: C3-G4

I wish those kids at the big round table would notice me. Those big kids there in the center of the room.

- Who cares? -

I thought nobody was paying attention.
- Nobody was -
You never talk to anyone!
- Because nobody talks to me -
Well now you’ve talked, you’re talking to me.

- Because you’re talking to me. And see, nobody cares! -

Do you think it’s true? Somebody always cares. Even if you don’t know that they care.

- No no no It’s not often that somebody cares. It’s usually a nobody. A kid who doesn’t talk to
anybody else. They aren’t noticed by everyone else. They are nobody. Who sees what nobody
else sees; hears when nobody listens. They’re the ones who care. They do all the things that
nobody does. -

Am I a nobody?
- There are a lot of nobodies. Some of the kids at the big round table in the center of the room are
nobodies. -

Nobody can hear them, see them...But some somebodies have to care

- All the somebodies I know don’t care about anybody. Certainly not nobodies. -
The lesser somebodies may care about somebody greater than them

- But the greatest somebody doesn’t care at all. -
I wish I was something more than a nobody

- Idon’t think it’s possible to have a world without nobodies. -
Well, maybe I want to be somebody so that I don’t have to care.

- There are nobodies who don’t care. Butthen there’s nothing of them left. -
Or...Maybe it is best to be a nobody. They are the ones who have something to care about.

- They are the ones who have something to care about. -



V - My Room Bb Clarinet

Alto: Gb3-F5

There’s a window, a camera

Lens of wind, that I open so the

Map of the world wobbles on the wall
Collected rocks and thoughts,

And other histories a cozy microcosm
Of my best and worst Ideas,

A ceiling of stars glow faint in the dark,
On columns of my writing on the walls,
To whom I’ll bequeath this wallpaper
Universe when I am gone:

In my camera,

Purple dark with an open eye,
My plywood of desires,

My thumbprints on the tacks
That hold the map,

Another kind of window;

You walls, on some return,

When the wind blows me back,

I’1l tell you what those printed meridians
Look like on the real sea.

One histories.

I now window out.

4”



I - Mother, Why Are You Weeping?

for voice and Trumpet in Bb
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IT - Misheard Absurd

for Voice and Contrabass
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IIT - A Sound Outside

for Voice and Percussion
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