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Artifacts is a series of short duos for micro-tonally tuned violin and cello. Each duo is
approximately two minutes, and the performers may choose to play the entire set of nine pieces
or a subsection. Performers are free to re-order the pieces, and to alternate them in a program
with other short works.

Each instrument has two detuned strings:
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The microtonality of this piece is achieved by performers detuning their strings to a quarter tone
flat, and then playing the written pitches on detuned instruments in the exact positions they
would normally be in to sound in tune. The resulting pitches on the detuned strings are a quarter
tone flatter than written.

Numerals: The string on which specific notes are played is highly important to the piece.
Therefore there is a running notation of which string (IV, 111, 11, T) to play each passage of notes.
A string numeral applies to the note directly beneath it and all notes following, until the next
string numeral.

LIIT T 0 »AIIT
C b | s :
| ] D L . rl . .
Hu.;ﬁg*z e ek
. _— — |

Open Strings: Much of the music is built around utilizing open strings. For a one-off open string,
a “0” will be marked. This may be an outlier from the string numeral instruction. An open string
indication does not cancel out a previous string numeral instruction; it only applies to its note
(since there are only four open strings anyway, indicating them with a 0 is just the more efficient
notation.

Simile: A “Simile” indication comes only once a pattern of string numerals has been established.
With a “simile” instruction, continue to play notes on their respective strings as mapped by the
previous string numerals.

Cello NB: Because both string II and III have normal intonation on the cello, passages in the mid
register are often marked II/III and the choice of string is at the player’s discretion.



Artifacts
for Violin and Cello Duet

Katharina S. G. Mueller

Violin: IV, 5111, I, b1

Cello: b1V, I11, 11, b1
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Stylus 1
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Iron Filings (Magnetized)
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bounce bow

Unraveling, Slightly Slower
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Scouring Pad
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