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About the Piece

In the winter of 2024, I was approached by the director of the Oberlin Contemporary Music Ensemble, Dr. Tim Weiss, with the invitation to write a
piece for solo singer and ensemble featuring a setting of one of my poems. I was delighted by the commission and immediately wanted to set the text of
a recent poem of mine, spoken by the voice of Mother Earth in an address to the children of humanity. Soon into the composition process, however, I
found a strong reluctance to appoint one human voice and one human language (English) as the representative of a speaking planet. It is a lack of
thorough understanding that defines every harmful relationship we have with our planet. To create a work that pretends easy mutual intelligibility in
human-land relationships felt like an unacceptable reduction of the problem. Thus, the text of the poetry is represented only incompletely, by its
melodic contours and syntactic rhythms, but not by clear diction. The role of vocal soloist is shared between a vocalise soprano part, an alto flute, and a
trumpet with cup mute. The ensemble of strings, clarinets and percussion embodies the greater gestural motions of a large planetary body in its grave
endeavor to convey its meaning to human kind. My gratitude is owed to Tim Weiss for premiering the work with the Oberlin Contemporary Music
Ensemble and soprano soloist Katherine Jolly.

Text

“Planet” is based on the following poem by the same title:

your instinct, yes, was wrong
each step plausible,

defensible in itself, but

what a misdirection

which you have named progress.

you who try to scrape me off,
fearing the wildness of your borning cry

when you first wailed your need of a mother:

the word “naive” does not cut deep enough.

I am not a mother, though like her

I am home and maker both,

the great Creator, whom once you loved,
and now strip and outsrip,

your ‘be all, end all’ manifesto

from and to and: a headlong hurtle:

a modus operandi: on and on away from me:
engineering all-at once power: all-at-once
destruction.

I am not a mother.

this, my body, you cannot abandon.

I am only air, you think, as you breathe;

I am only water, as you drink, thinking

I am just the savor-sweet things

as you eat, and eat, and eat; [ am

cool and heat and every ground you tread,
you unbury, where you lay your dead, every
shelter, each speeding machine which
you so made to keep estranged from me:
that is my body: soil, salt, and sea.

mine is every charge and current.

and for all that howling earns me —

your ears so numb to wind and water voices
that scream the murder of a mother —

you cannot then wonder

when in washes death.

in burns death.

in rages death.

death, who drowns, rots, parches, starves to
death what should have grown again.

and all you have to say for yourselves

is that you are sad, afraid, lonely.

you are lively, you are lovely,

as a child not even yet born,

as innocent as unaware that

you will always need me.

for such a thing as flesh cannot simply

quit flesh and wash itself clean of the body.

all that scraping (yes, it hurts)

yet you are not the only one

who can create as the cook,

chemically assembling, world destroying.
stand in the hurricane path, the glacier flow;
I will show you a heavy promise.

I will not be dying.

I will only change.

I still, forever, have plenty of energy to give.

Instrumentation
Alto Flute QT Violin Percussion (2 Players)
Bb Trumpet QT Viola Seed Rattle
High Voice QT Cello Rain Stick
QT Contrabass Paper Snare (Paper on Felt)

Bb Clarinet 1 Brake Drum
Bb Clarinet 2 Violin Steel Pan
Bb Clarinet 3 Viola Gong

3 doubles Bass Clarinet Cello Bass Drum
Contrabass Clarinet Contrabass Wood Boards (On Bass Drum)

Contact composer Katharina S. G. Mueller at katya.mueller.24@gmail.com with any questions
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[Tam not a mother. this, my body, you cannot abandone.|
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[T'am just the savor-sweet things as you eat, and eat, and eat; T am|

[Tam only air, you think, as you breathe; T am only water, as you drink, thinking]
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[cool and heat and every ground you tread, you unbury, where you lay your dead, every]|
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[that is my body: soil, salt, and sea. mine is every charge and current.|
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[that screams the murder of a mother -- you cannot then wonder]

102

Yonu Yran Tren Trss Tren Yrsn Yoan Yran Yran Yran Tren Tren Yran Yra Yran Tra Yran
|
p A I I p s p s p I I AV le
19 & _eﬁw & 18R eﬂm umnﬁw Sl M= M Ufw RS M= " um_ﬂ_ & "
Soasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sosy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy Sasy
L T e o L i T i o e i L i Yl i ! |
T T TTTe 1% TN Iy TN 8 all T e ol T TN b || TN Ty
Tree Tree Inee Inee Tree Yree Yree Tree Yres Yree Inee Inee Yree Yree Yree Tree Yree
~q ~g ~g g
| 1
9] i i i
Pim Pam ] <
b5 » il 1 3 IS || @ b - b an 8 R Rl Ay
AN [amy Aty atay atay A alan A alan [a¥ay alan alan [a¥iny atan atan atan almn
e o e e TN i i e e e (i e T -l i ! !
o + iy Fr 11 . . o =] . . 11 . 11
18 1L N1 1% ™ ™ w = » L I VI I\ L L A
Yree Yree Iree Iree Iree Yree Yree Yree Yree Yres Tres Tres Yree Tree Yree Tree Yree
e e = TN TN o o T ol 15l [
. N . N | N . N
1 1 | | I | 1
NI N 8 b L QLI QL Q] TR Wil T
L. _~ -
acas acan acan atay acas acas acan acas acau acan atan acan acan acas acan acan acas
9] Qi 9] 9]
. ne . . 1 e L] S}
) A e ™ . A Ny N N | ~
| I | I | 1
o0
m
N TN N [ [ 1 TR i
15 A T N & L) S O
nNoo N~ eee NN N~ N N~ N N~ N~ N~ N N~ M~ I~ M~ NN
NE NE NE - NE NL P ¢ nE n ~ ~ nE £ - - - -
N g e enip Sh g S0} TN ey ol entp N e n AN, .
. _ . _ . . o . . . . — . . . — .
3 S S S = - 8 : 2 = s : g $ 5
m 1@. < > — = @ I = & ~
o o o




acsa acs ans acs aos acsa acsH acsa acss acs acs acs acs acss aes aes acsa
o} g - 0 Q m C Q 0] 0 I |
_ Al
E
k!
[
<
wn
(9]
&
=\ . . . . . < . . . AR L 1 : 11
ERS i LTI 8 S 9 S o g : o
=Can =Cag =Ca =Can =Ca S Can =Cag =Can =Cag =Cag =Can =Ca =Can ke =Ca =Ca =Can
AHN
g ~ g g g ~ g ~ g g ~d g g g o]
| |
~e ~g ~g ~g ~ i~ g ~e g ~g ~g g ~ g ~e
ol b o o £ o £ o b B B o o
=\ }N T B L i I (A I “H N “IRH 1 T AT
eta atan o | atan u.h, atau ‘.#H AR &,4 atan atan o ans ok | ok ats atan
1 T 1 N i N alll hisdhy R ol
| B = =4
Ly _
i UL d 00 |
- { =N | InN§
= TR i~
U
d v
2] . . . . . . o . . . .
£ HH HH " 4
E g ol by S U & [VRIR. SR g i MR oy ol R AR RS ol & a
c
= ~¢ i~ ~d ~d ~d ~¢ ~d ~¢ ~d g ~d ~d e ~d ~d AT
n Aenl ey = Aans = Aanl T n Aenl T e Aan A A T3 T T Aenul
2 o
D 1 1 1 1 1 | | a0 1 1 1 1 1 | 1 1
0 : _ _
o | ™~ ~e ~g ~g ~g ~C ~g om ~C ~g ~e ~g ~e ~g ~g ™~
m 3] b b b 3] b [° 3] b b vl b b b
) D)
= [ TN % N (N N . = (s e x X “TRH T T AT
wn JT.IA. Sass / Sasy L.Lr Susyl Sasy wn ._T.IA. Sty Sas Sasy mu.r S 8 14_14\ Sas \ Sas Sasyl
-
-
g | 9
ovd 1] T ol [11] c oLl olll
g o
O -
Y — Aniy (L] 1l |9 i ol [
: (<D}
= =
= ,am ! o N ! S I
& (3] N T
™ e I g
Mk . L] . . . . 11 =
Ahan il R RS s || - o QL IR S & RS ol B g |t
LI = s
o
T IRE N ¥ N N N ¥ N o0 N N N N N N m AT
m ERYAt £O0 LA Fasy frx A L m ) L 728 ¥ rx ) ¥R LN LN 10
NE C NE - NE C NE NL 8 ~ A~ NE ~ ~ - -
T O e enip Sh Lo e N EAR o ’ N N N, .
. . _ _ _ . © . . . . — . ] . — .
5 5 8 o T s = 2 9 2 & £ 6
- m % < > = — m I = & ~
« o @] a



21

L =4
Ve

©
©

™

pp

~N— T~

™.

pp

pp
pp

P=e )

—
—
|
I

O

[death who drowns, rots, parches, starves to death what would have grown again. |
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22 [and all you have to say for yourselves is that you are sad, afraid, Ionely.]
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[you are Tively, you are Iovely, as a child not even yet born, |
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[yet you are not the only one]
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(yes, it hurts)
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[who can create as the cook, chemically assembling, world destroying, |
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[T still, forever, have plenty of energy to give.] 29
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