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Instrumentation

Flute (dbl. Piccolo)

Oboe (dbl. English Horn)

Bb Clarinet

Bassoon (dbl. Contrabassoon)

Horn in F

Bb Trumpet

Trombone

Percussion I (Snare, Bass, 5-octave marimba, Crotales)
Percussion II (Temple Blocks, Suspended Cymbal, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Pitched Gongs (C#, E))
Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

Performance Notes

All accidentals carry through the measure and apply only to the octave in which they appear.
Phrases marked with "poco accel." and "poco rit" without indicated destination tempi are
intended to be subtle and gestural, and are at the descretion of the conductor. Likewise, any
tempo marked with "=" need not be exact. Quarter = quarter at all meter changes. A single
dotted eighth note tied to the end of a long sustained note always indicates the beat or
subdivision on which the sustained note should stop.

Duration ca. 15 minutes

Program notes

A simple theme of fourteen notes is stated plainly at the beginning of this work. From there begins
a journey of transformation as the theme develops, over-exerts itself, and eventually falls apart: In
the first variation, the contour of the theme's first seven notes is contained within a minor third, the
second seven within a perfect fourth. Throughout its restatements, the theme expands
intervalically, while fragments of its various iterations accumulate as motivic material as the work
progresses. Halfway through the piece, the music reaches a climactic point that collapses on itself,
the theme swiftly swept down through the registers of the orchestra to the ensemble's rock bottom,
alow C. From there, the music resets, and the orchestration rebuilds slowly. The theme grows into
ever-larger intervalic space, filling a minor 6th, then a major 7th. The final tutti section is a
triumphant, nearly unison statement that ends on an enourmous C minor chord, which then
dissolves upward into the stratosphere, as opposed to the downward collaose in the middle of the
work. At this point, the theme cannot be contained within a single register. In its final iteration, it
exists as independent pitches spread throughout the entire vertical space of the orchestral score,
followed by ghostly traces of the theme's original pitches, now out of order and unraveled.
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