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Performance Notes

New tempos markings with no preceding accelerando/ritardando
should feel abrupt, otherwise one tempo should transform smoothly
and organically into the next over the full duration indicated. Similarly,
most dynamic changes are buffered by a crescendo/decrescendo and
should occur smoothly, and should be read as indicative of the shape of
the phrase. For the pianist, the two "Turbulent" sections are
opportunities for virtuosic liberties, to be played with vigour. An
ambitious tempo for the accelerandos is welcome, though the sudden
changes in dynamics and tempo, and the articulation of individual
notes, should be prioritized over speed.

Duration ca. 10:00

Program Notes

“The First Prayer” contemplates the essence and origins of love and
hatred, and of the idea of a higher power that has been conceived of
across geography and cultures. Diatonic harmonies paired with words
of comfort and familiarity contrast with more symmetrical harmonic
systems, such as whole-tone and hexatonic scales, where chromaticism
complicates the melody to reflect the sincere progression of the text.



The First Prayer

Contemplative, freely, around =72

for voice and piano

Music and Text by
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Take time on eighths
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