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Performance	Note

Instrumentation	

A	few	contrasting	tempi	recur	throughout	the	piece: 	72,	80,	96	and	1 12	bpm.	Within	those,	there
can	be	push	and	pull,	for	example	the	chorale	at	C	and	"flowing"	at	K	can	rise	and	fall	a	bit	with
the	2-bar	phraselets.	“Moving	Forward”	should	be	taken	as	an	instruction	to	push	tempo	slightly,
though	not	to	accelerate	all	the	way	to	the	next	tempo	unless	an	accelerando	is	also	marked.	At	all
changes	from	12/8	to	4/4	time,	the	dotted	quarter	equals	the	new	quarter,	or	vice	versa.	As	this
piece	is	intended	for	a	junior	ensemble,	solos	can	be	reallocated	to	different	instruments	depending
on	the	players	available.	

Duration: 	ca	7:00	

This	piece	is	a	hearkening	back	to	the	film	soundtracks	that	hooked	my	musical	ear	long	before	I
knew	what	composition	was,	and	to	the	large,	epic	orchestral	sounds	I	came	to	love	when	first
delving	into	classical	music.	“Maxima”,	the	plural	of	maximum,	refers	to	the	greatest,	highest,	or
most	intense	points	in	a	progression	or	mathematical	function.	These	rising	and	falling	shapes
comprise	the	small	and	large	structures	of	the	piece,	from	waves	of	arpeggios	to	the	mounting
build-up	of	larger	sections.	The	contrasting	sections	create	a	musical	narrative	just	like	scenes	in	a
movie,	or	chapters	in	a	story: 	a	bold	opening,	a	harrowing	journey,	and	a	celebratory	finish.
Unexpected	harmonic	progressions	common	in	film	music	lead	the	listener’s	ear	through	defeated
anticipations	to	surprise	destinations.		

2	x	Flutes	(dbl.	picc)
1 	x	Oboe
4	x	Clarinet	in	Bb
1 	x	Bassoon

4	x	Horn	in	F
1 	x	Trumpet	in	Bb
1 	x	Baritone
1 	x	Tuba

Program	Note

Timpani
Percussion

Bass	Drum
Snare	Drum
Suspended	Cymbal
Triangle

Mallet	Percssion
Glockenspiel
Chimes	(one	octave)

1 	x	Harp

Violin	I
Violin	II
Viola
Cello	
Contrabass	(no	C	ext.)
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Flute I + II

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb I + II

Clarinet in Bb III + IV

Bassoon

Horn in F I + III

Horn in F II + IV

Trumpet in Bb

Baritone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion

Harp

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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Fl. I + II

Ob.

Cl. I + II

Cl. III + IV

Bsn.

Hn. I + III

Hn. II + IV

Tpt.
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Perc.

Hp.
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Vln. II
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Vc.
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