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Low Life
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Program Note

"Low Life" is a celebration of low voices. The bassoon, trombone and contrabass each take a
soloistic role, expressing a wide range of musical characteristics unique to each instrument, and
showcasing each instrument's strength as a bass voice. The bassoon's opening gesture is the seed of
the material for the whole piece: syncopated rhythms of long short long, fast staccato repeated notes,
a descending two-note sting. The musical possibilities contained in that very first gesture are
extracted and explored in subsequent sections, creating a chain reaction of developments that
accumulate to interwoven texture at the finish.

Percussion Note

W.B.s = all Wood Blocks | | Wood Bloclks i |
H.H. = High Hat 1 2 3 4 3
I [ P—'—P;
Tom = Tom tom i ,i 'I - i' r i | I
Bass Tom High
B.D. = Bass Drum Drum Tom Hat

Vib. = Vibraphone

Recommended Setup:

/o)

Mallet Inventory:
2 double-sided sticks: drumsticks + medium-hard bassdrum
4 medium rubber mallets: for vibraphone and woodblocks

2 or 4 hard yarn mallets: for vibraphone and bass drum



Bassoon Note

Multiphonic 1 Multiphonic 1 Multiphonic 2

> M sy
.>. ‘a ©Cg \a ;@
>= ® & T 3
> P& P&

Multiphonics 1 and 2 correspond to multiphonic # 6 and multiphonic #2 from Jamie Leigh Sampson's
Contemporary Techniques for the Bassoon: Multiphonics.

Recordings of these multiphonics can be found here:
http:/ / www.contemporarybassoon.com/ group-1-multiphonics-1ndash25.html

Trombone Note

With fingers on harmon mute, I 0

R

gradually transition from o i i s i i
closed to open (or vice versa) et —

General Notes

> > b >
For all bars with 5+4/8 time signature, W }' IF I. }' ;' IF ;' IF
O b - | — — —

the following rhythmic divisions apply.
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